
Family Guide to Standards-Based Report Cards

A standards-based reporting system informs families on the student’s progress toward the
end-of-year goal and gives a clear picture of where the student is in relation to the grade level
expectation and standards. With a standards-based report card, teachers, parents, and students
have a clear understanding of what skills and concepts are known by the student and help focus
and align instruction. The report card is a “snapshot” of the student’s progress toward meeting a
standard independently. A performance indicator level of “3” by the end of the school year
is the expected goal for students, meaning they have met each grade level standard.
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Frequently Asked Questions

How are standards-based report cards different from traditional report cards?
On traditional report cards students receive one letter grade for each subject area they are
taught. On standards-based report cards, each of the subjects are divided into a list of
standards that state specific skills and knowledge that students are expected to meet by the end
of the school year. Students receive a performance indicator level (1-4) that indicates the
student’s progress toward meeting the specific grade-level standard. Effort, participation,
timeliness, cooperation, attitude, and attendance are reported separately.



Do the performance indicator levels on the report card correlate with letter grades?
No. The performance indicator levels indicate the student’s progress toward meeting the
academic standard. Students are not considered to be “passing” or “failing”. A letter grade does
not provide sufficient information on which specific skills have been met or a student may need
extra support with. A letter grade consists of all skills together.

What evidence do teachers use to assign performance indicator levels (1-4)?
With standards-based, teachers are able to evaluate student learning several ways. Teachers
can use classroom observations, classwork, presentations or assessments. Progress will be
determined by looking at overall trends of the student’s performance on the assignments and/or
assessments.

What does it mean when a student receives all 2’s?
A 2 shows that a student is working towards proficiency. The student could be demonstrating
basic or inconsistent application of the standard or the student has begun to receive exposure to
the standard and the entire standard has not been taught yet. The teacher will continue
instruction on the standard the following quarter. Teachers will add necessary comments on the
report card.

Is it possible for students to “fluctuate” from one reporting period to another?
With standards-based grading, students do not drop a grade. As the school year progresses,
the concepts will increase in difficulty and rigor. If a student shifts performance indicator levels it
shows the student understands parts of the concept but may need more development of details
or opportunities of application together with teacher support.


